
 
Impact Factor(JCC): 3.8624 - This article can be downloaded from www.impactjournals.us 

 

IMPACT: International Journal of Research in Applie d, 
Natural and Social Sciences (IMPACT: IJRANSS)  
ISSN (P): 2347-4580; ISSN (E): 2321-8851  
Vol. 6, Issue 5, May 2018, 165-174 
© Impact Journals 

  

ADVERSAIRAL VS INQUISITORIAL LEGAL SYSTEMS:  

ROUSSEAU, TRUTH, JUSTICE AND GOD 

David Newlyn 

School of Law, Western Sydney University, Sydney, Australia 

 

Received: 19 May 2018 Accepted: 23 May 2018 Published: 31 May 2018 
 

ABSTRACT  

All countries have a legal system of some sort. Whilst not the only nor necessarily the main legal systems in 

existence, the adversarial and the inquisitorial legal systems have operated across much of the Western world for 

centuries. Fundamentally, each of these systems, each has at their core the pursuit of truth and the delivery of justice for 

all. However, the mechanisms they use to achieve these exalted goals are substantially different. In the philosophical 

context of Rousseau's view of God is  the source of ultimate justice, this article discusses how the adversarial and 

inquisitorial systems view truth and seek to establish justice in the modern world. 
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